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QUEEN 


SERMON 
Preached upon the 


DEATH 


OF THE 


PSALM lxxxii. 6, and part of the 7. ver. 
I have __ Ne are Gods, and all of you are Chil- 


| dren of the Moſt High ; but 'ye ſhall dye like 
Men, 


H 1S Pſalm was direQed to the Princes, 
Judges, and Magiſtrates of 1/reel, by 4/aph 
the Author of it. 


It is not my deſign, or,to my purpoſe, 


to take any further notice wy e Buſineſs or Occaſion - 


of 


LEES. ME - ob Oe TI I " 
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of it, then as it gives Ther the great CharaQer in 

ny Text, calling Them by the Name of Gods; and 
of dre z-for that is meant by the Children of the 
Moft High, as it is expreſly in the Chalaee. 

Yet when it had put theſe High Titles, and Ho- 
nourable Names upon them; and Raiſed them to a 
Degree and Quality almoſt above Morrals ; it thinks 
fit to remindthetn at the fame time, that'they ate ſtill 
but Men ; Though of that High -State'and Dipnity 
above others , yet ſubjeX to the ſame Death and 
Mortality with their Poorer and Meaner Brethren ; 
Though 'in {ome Reſpetts'ncarer Ally*d to'Heaven, 


and like Gods and Angels-, yet ſtill- Akin to. Earth, 


and who ſhould dye like Men. _ : 
I have ſaid, Te are Gods :- &6, — 


Loſs of -our Late Excelleng. Queen: Suggelts. 


"Fhe 
and Offers bothjparts of my Text Þ oug Thoughty 
in-the fulleſt manner. + EF 1 


I am apt to believe, She had as much of God in: 


her, and as much of Angel, as any Prince, Judge , 
or Magiſtrate that -ever Sat upon a 'Throne, or a 
Bench, or that was any way Advanced above the reſt 
of Mankind.. | "a We he 
And yet to-our great Grief, we find,. She was. 
ſubje&t ro Death; ro a Sudden, an Over-foon. 
Death, had not God: thought. otherwile, (as well as 
any of her Subjects. CERT, 


Her God-like and Angelick Qualities-which She had: 


not only in common with other Princes, but upon 


many Accounts far above them,- could: not preſerve: 
Her from the Common Fate of Mortality, of Dying 


like other Men and: Women. - © ©- + py 
I ſhall firſt ſhow upon what Accounts Princes and: 
Magiftrates are called Gods, and-are life{ Angels, or 


Children of the Moſt High ; And how theſe Cha-. 


racter $9 
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ces in the Old Teſtament , and from our Savia 
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raRers do in an eſpecial manner belang | to' our LA 
Gracious Queen. / 

Secondly, I ſhall conſider Theirs and Her Death, 
and what thoughts ought to be thereby genes to 
us. 

J. Upon what Accounts Princes and Magi rates 
are-called Gods, and are like Angels, or Chutdren of 
the Moſt High. 

The Rear ſeems to refer to the Gentit Qpi- 
nion of many Leſſer Gods, owing their Birth and-_ 


. Original to, and being Children .of the Supreme *, PA 


Appointed by him to be Rulers and Governours ** y_- 
over particular Parts and Provinces of the World, 

as their Jupiter, Mars, Hercales, and others ; who 
were indeed only Kings and Rulers, Generals and 
Great Men, Deified and Worſhipped after theic 
Deaths ; which was, I believe, one of the Chief Ri- 
ſesof- the Heathen Fdolatry and Superſtition, though 
there are various Accounts of their @vy»la,, and a 

by different Hiftory of their Religion. 

evelation and Chriſtianity-give Princes'and Ma- © 

giltrates the Name and Title of Gods, 'Elohim, ag is 

plain from this P/a/m, and others ; from other .pla-P Plal. 45. 


L. 79» 
urs, 
Wards in the New, John 20. 34. notas any Objects « Gant. a. 36 


of Religious Worſhip, but as pertabing ſome " 
litiesand PerfeCtions ike to hot e of God, and othe 
Tegan Beings, whoare far above Ordinary Nag , 
and chiefi ly on theſe three Accounts. | 

1, In Reſpect of Power. 

2. As Inſtruments of Greater Good to he Wortd. 

3. As Objects of Higher Honour and'Eſteem, 

x. Princes [are called Gods, in” reſpe& of heir. 
ater? and Authority, as they are the Miniſters of 


Goda, 


— 
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God, Rom. 13. 4, his Deputies and Vicegerents Ap» 
pointed and Commiſſionated ro Govern the Lower 
World under him : And tis uſual we know, to have 
Perſons called by the Names of thoſe they Re- 
preſent. = 

All Civil Power and Government, of whatever 
kind,is from God ; the Powers that be, are Ordain'd of 
God; who is the Fountain of all Authority and Do-. 
minion, by whom Kzngs Reign, and Princes Decree 
Fauſtice, Prov 8. 15, | 


' The Particular Specification.aand Modifying of this. 


Power, hoth as to Perſons and Things , depends 
upon Humane Conſent and Agreement, and the 
Laws and Cuſtoms. of Particular Countreys ;- for- 
God has not preſcribed any Model of Civil Govern- 
ment, nor Appointed either the Subjet, or the 
Limits of it, but has left it to Humane Prudence 
and Contrivance; and{ſo *tis an Ordinance of Man, 
as St. Peter calls it, 1: Pe#. 2. 13: But Government 


and Governours. are the- Ordinance of God and 
- Nature, for the Peace, Order, and Good of the 


World ; and are in General of a Divine Original and: 
Inſtitution, : | 
Princes therefore, and Soveraigns, are a-ſort © 


Earthly Gods ; and have a Divine Authority com-. 


mitted to them, by which they have-a Power over 
Mens Lives, which none but God can give them ; 
and they bear the Sword, and are Revengers, to Execate 
Wrath in the Name. off him to whom Vengeance be- 
longeth. 


- 2; They are called Gods, as they are Inſtruments 


of:Great Good to the. World ; the Chief Inſtruments. 


of Divine Providence, to Preſerve, and Procure the- 


UM! 
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| Preſent Well-fare, and: Worldly Happyneſs of Man- 
|. kind, all thoſe Benefits and Advantages we. have 
above other Creatures, by being 1n Society.-with 
ene another. The World would-bea place of Con- 
fuſion, an Uncivilized; and Uncultivated Defart., 
and Mankind only greater Herds of Lyons and. Ty- 
ers and Wild - Beaſts without Government : 
There would-be no Peace, or Quiet , no Order or 
Civility ; no-Living-in the World with any Com» 
fort without-it.; and therefore the worſt Govern» 
ment is a Thouſand times better than mere Anar- 
chy ; All Princes and Governours then, — Bad, 
are the Authours of a great deal of Good to the 
World ; and good Princes are the moſt:Powerful' 
Inſtruments of dai | £00d, next: to. God himſelf; 
and are therefore calledby the Name of B-nefaors 
as our Saviour obſerves; and do above all Perſons, Luke 27. 2g. 
make good: that ſaying of homo homini Deus, and. 
were thereupon antiently Deified:, and had Ima- 
ges.and Altars. Erefted' to them. and now may 
each of them have that Complement: of Tertallas 
made to them, Seeing that by. Thee we enjoy great 
Quietneſs, and that very Worthy Deeds are done unto 
this Nation, by thy Providence, we Accept it alwayes, 
and in all Places, Moſt: Noble Feelix ,. with all Thanks 
| | falneſs, Aﬀts 24. 2 $ 
| 3. Upon both theſe Accounts they. are Objes 
of Honourand Eſteem, not only upon the Score of 
' their Perſonal Vertues ,. which ſhine brighter, and- 
have more, both of Luſtre and-Influence , when- 
placed in (o. high an. Orb above others;.in which 
they. can eaſily. turn all the Leſſer Circles,and Subor- 
dinate Spheres about with them ; but as their very 


Blaces agd theirCharaQters call far this, whereby-they 
Perſonate- 
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Jude 8. 


Perſonate and Repreſent, and are ih the Place of 
God , and therein do a great deal of good to. the 
World ; and are Gods, though not by Nature, yet 
by Office ;' ſo that #0 deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak evil 
of Dignities, even the worſt, and brizg 4s Railing 
nds againſt them, though never ſo true, 1s 
ſtigmatiz'd as 2 great fault by the Apoſtle: And 
what Michael the Arch-Angel thought not fit againſt 
the Devil, though contending with him ; but rather 
uſed that more Decent Language, The Lord Rebuke 
thee: Which ſome Chriſtians would do well to 
Conſider. 


Thus I have briefly accounted for this Expreſſion 
in my Text, of calling Rulers , and thoſe none of 
the beſt, by the Name of Gods and Angels, and this 
by the Holy Ghoſt himſelf; whom none- can have 


. the Blaſphemous Impudence to charge with any 


Flattery in fo doing. Freak 

I am now to Apply this Character upon more 
Particular, and more Eminent Reaſons to one of 
the beſt Princeſſes who ever ſat upon a Throne. 

I know not how to draw her- P:z#are; *tis fo all 
over Beautious, without any Foil, any Shade,any Ble- 
miſh , ſo Perfect inevery Feature, ſo - Accompliſht 
in every Part, ſo Adorn'd with every Perfe&tiogand 
every Grace, having ſuch an exaQt Symmetry , and 
fach Rich and Lively Colours of the moſt Beautiful 
Vertues Appearing in all her ACtions, and Shining 
through her whole Life, that Hers muſt be the ve- 
ry Picture of Vertue it ſelf, drawn to the Life ; 
not in the Dead and Cold Deſcriptions of it in the 
Books of Moraliſts, or in the LeCtures of Divines 
and Philoſophers ; 'But ia ſuch a Living Pattern and 
oy Example 


—_ — 
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Example of it, 'as:makes Vertue it ſelf become” Vi- 
fible- and} Embodyed:;; and Anſwers Twllys Wiſh, 
and. Juſtifyes his: Saying , 'Thet if #'roald' thus be * gs 6 or 
ſeenwith Bodily Eyes, '4r would Excite Admir able Lowe foes — 
of it foif .in-all that beholdic. © > 1 oo adm 
”T's a hard thing m-P ainring, to'draw a Perfect citaret amores. 
and ExaQt Circle zit out-does thatArt to draw Light, 7 tf 
or the Luſtre of the Sun; or with'a Cold Pencil, 'to 
deſcribe Fire. :- And it cah-no more'equal the Natu- 
ral Beauty of the Rofe with its--Faint Colours; than 
the Fragrancyof it... The Work and Difficulty is as 
great it our Preſent Caſe, 'To Deſcribe the Perfe 
Vertues of our Incomparable Queen : No Art or 
Skill can: come:up to them, mach leſs Exce-.d thern -: 
There is no- room for Fancy and Imagination to add 
any thing ; Nature: and Grace have ont-done that: 
and ſet before us fuchia: Compleat Peice , I had al- 
moſt ſaid, ſuch an Original of Humane Vertue and: 
Perfection, as the World has not had in many Apes. 
We tnuſt draw Her as' 4pelles did Vevus, not by any” 
Single, though:moſt Beautiful: Pattern, -but- by ta 
king. the-feveral Excellencies: and. PerfeQions of all 
other Women, and putting rhem together, 2s- God 
had. done; : in; Her; We muſt Draw Her by no 
other, we muſt Draw Her only by Her Self: I mean. 
by\na other Humane. likeneſs; by: none of the Trt- 
perfe&t, Copies .of: Mortal V ertue Sheihas teft behind- 
her:; No ,: Wemuft Draw Her 'tralyby-the liketiefs 
She had: to God, the Fountain and up: df all B&- 
ellencics:ahd 'Perfe&tions.; 'andiby Het Similitude 
t@the-Angels, thoſe: Holy . and iHeavenly: Spivits!, 
the iit>Emages of God; and bothi Haji and}. Thehs 
She Reſetabledias/Hightly; as. could welt be dof 
by:mers: Humane. Yorrue 5 She' was: mr on 
? OPY. 
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Copy both of the Divine and Angelick Nature and 
Vertue ; aslike God, and as like the Bleſſed Spirits 


 aboveythoſe Children of the Moſt High, as perhaps any 


Man, .or any Woman ever was within our Knows» 
ledge except Him that was a True God as well as 
a Man, and Her that was the Mother of God. 

I ſay not this to flatter Her,She is above that ; She 
is got out of the reach either of Flatterers or Slande- 
rers; and She was above it here, Her Vertue was al- 
wayes too great to be flatter*d,or to have more ſaid 
of 1t than it deſery'd; andit was ſo great likewiſe , 
that neither Envy nor Malice durſt ever ſlander 
it : But I ſpeak my Judgment and Opinion of Her, 
out of Her hearing, by which neither Tam to get 
any thing, nor She : And1I believe there are hardl 
any that knew Her,will much differ from me,or will 
think that too much can be ſaid in Her Praiſe. Her 
Name ought to live in the higheſt Monuments of 
Fame, Adorn'd and Gilded with all the Glorious 
Enſigns that Art can put upon them. We ought to 
build Her Tomb with the beſt Work, and garniſh 
it with the beſt Ornaments, and hang it with the 
fineſt Garlands, and ſtrew all the Flowers upon it, 
that the Withered and Decayed Poetry and Oratory 
of our Age can furniſh. We my do any thing, we 
ought to do every thing, but building an Altar, and 
making an Office, and ſaying Ave Maris to Her : 
She was the Saint of our Church, of - our Age and 
Nation ; of whom we have reaſon to be Proud, arid 
.make the Moſt, ſeeing however they abounded, in 
former Rubricks at leaſt, they are ſo very ſcarce now. 
I am ſure Her Memory ought to be very pretions to 
gs all; and Her Righteouſneſs tobe had in Ever- 
afting Remembrance; not only as a Due' we ought 


UM 
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_ to pay Her, but as'a Benefit we are ſtill to receive 
from Her : Her Excellent Example ought to live 
after her, and do as'much good as can be ; (though 
nothing ſo'much as She would have done, had She 
lived) and ought to be ſet before the World in the 
beſt Light, and with the beſt Advantage to Teach 
the Preſent Ape Piety and Religion, .and all manner 
of Vertue; and be Tranſmitted down to Poſterity . 
with the greateſt Honour Imaginable ; 5. e. wit 
the Greateſt and ExaQteſt Truth ; for it needs no 
more. - 

I am at preſent only to ſhow, how this Title and 
CharaQter which is here in my Text given to Prin- 
ces and Magiſtrates: ; whereby they are called Gods 
And Angels, or Children of the Moſt High, does in a 
Peculiar and more Eminent manner belong to her :” 
and that not only in reſpect of Her Office, Her 
Power and Authority, Her High State and Dignity, 
whereby She was Advanced above other Mors- 
tals, which was the Principal Reaſon why other 
Princes are called Gods and Children of the =_ 
High ; But eſpecially upon Account of Her Perſo- 
nal Qualities and Excellencies, and particularly up- 
on theſe Four, which I ſhall ſingle out of all her 
others , (for She had All) wherein ſhe was moſt re- 
markably like God and the Angels, 


I. The Goodneſs and Benignity of Her Nature. 

2. Her Charity and Inclination to do all good 
to others. | 

3. Her Univerſal Vertue, Innocence, and Purity 


of Life. 
4. Her Extraordinary Piety and Devotion. 


E © As 
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As to Her Soveraigh Power and Office, which Enti- 
*titd her to thisCharatter in my Text,ta common with 
other Princes, That, though it Raiſed Her above the 
Common Pitch of Ordinary Vertue, and Ennobljed 
Ber Mind with an higher Senfe of Honour, Great- 
nefs and Generofity of Spirit, and made her Vertues, 
like Diamonds, well Set, the more Refplendent ; yer 
this was Owing to Her Birth and Fortune , which 
She mate n0t hey Self, And of thoſe She might have 
faid, Vix ea noſtya woeo ; thowgh to Tmprove all 
that Greatneſs and Worldly Proſperity to the 
Advantages of Vertue, which are the Common, 
and almoſt Unavoidable Temptations in others 
to a great many Vices, is no {mall Commen- 
dation of Her Vertne : She could make a Court, 
that Corrupts ſo many others, a School of 
Vertue, and even a Relipious Houſe; for Her Houſe 
was alwayes a Houle of Rehgion, a very Femple , 
and hke God's Houſe, a Houſe of Prayer. 

But Her Office and Sovereign Power, - is Charged 
upon Her as Her Fault ; And the only Thing in 
Her that needs an Apology with Her Greateſt. Ene- 
mies, 1s this, that She took Her Fathers Crown : 
To which I make this ſhort Return ; Who ſhould 
have took it.effe, but She and Her Husband ; when 
her Father left it? For otherwiſehe muſt have had 
it again upon his own Terms, which would have 
been a great deal worſe than-the firft Reaſons of his 
not keeping it; and no tes in the Tue, than the 
Kingdoms utter Ruine and DeſtruQtion : I muſt 
therefore beg ſome Mens kave-to Commend Her, 
even for that which they count Her Great; but Her 
Only Crirtie : If Tt was ſo, it has'done us'fo much 
Good, and preſerved us from ſo much Evil, which 
we all ſaw coming Inevitably upon us a few Years. 


ago, 
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ago., that we Proteſtants at leaſt ought to forgive 
Her. Would any ſuch bave had Her Left our Poor 
Church and Nation as a Prey to be ſwallowed up by 
Fopiſh Councils, and the moſt Miſchievous Deſigns 
of 11s Enemies at-that time? Then She had been guil- 
ty of. a great fault, I doubt not, both to her Coun- 
trey and Her Religion, and Her Husband , Toall 


whom Her Obligations of Conſcience were mugh 


ſtronger than to Her Father : Her Natural Tender- 
nels. and AﬀeQtions to him, which She has ſhown, 
I doubt not, as many wayes as She could with Her 
Love to Her Religion, and Her Countrey ; thele 
might awhile ttruggle with Her Reaſon , but Exg- 
{and and Euroge have reaſon to be thankful they did 
not Oyercome i ; and though theſe made- the thing 
2 Difficulty, and Her Crown more a Burden thau 
ordigary, yet She took it as all Princes ought to do, 
more'to Pleaſe, and do. good toothers, than to Her 
Self: And as She bad alwayes a ſatisfied Conſci- 
ence un it both Living and Dying, ſo She ſhowed a 
true-Judgment thereia that Could rnact; bojtar! ons 
gags 9h which the weaknels of a great 
Many, « (598 te Her own Sex, cannat get Over ; 
and that She had a much larger compaſs of Uader- 
Laneigg Fo Determine and Settle Her Mind in a 
nice practical Cafe, than is common to them, Thar, 
with Her Loaveto Her Ceuntrey and Religion, which 
are fugh Sacred Tyes and Obligations as ſuperſede 
all other more private anes toapy particular Perſon, 
made Her gur Queen ſooner than She deſired to be'; 
and if would bea trahge and hard Cafe, if Religion, 


and every thing, oven the whale Legal Coafticution 


in Church and State mui be ſacrificed-and given up 
to.its work Hagemies, oy GR of amy 
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and miſled Fathera who had ventured both his own 
Fathers Curſe, and” his Grandfathers too, to Em- 
brace and Serve Popery : Our Bigots, I ſuppoſe, 
forget that, who tell us ſo often of the Fifth Com- 
mandment ; who are ſo zealous for that, as to have 
no care of the Firſt or Second, if of any other ; and 
the moſt Conſcientious of them, I doubt not, would 
nat ſcruple to kill another in their own neceſary De- 
fence, notwithſtanding the Sixth, but let plain Rea- 
ſon either Interpret or oy with a Divine Law 
in one Caſe, and why not then in another ? And yet 
many of them, who are for keeping none of the 


. Commandments will talk here as confidently of 


Judgments , as if they were the Counſellors and 
Secretaries of Heaven , and had — its 
Warrants; and will judge others very -rafhly and 
unchriſtianly for hidden things, when they judge 
not themſelves for plain ones. > 

I will readily own the Queens Death to be a Judg- 
ment , and that a very ſevere one, as Heaven could 
well Infli& ; but not to Her Self, but to us and the 
whole Nation , to. whom the Loſs is inexprefſible : 
But She is a Gainer by it, and is gone 'to' that God: 
and to thoſe Angels above, whom She was like here, 
and ſo much Reſembled upon Earth upon the Four 
accounts.I named ; and now proceed to. 

i. The Goodneſs and Benignity of Her Nature: 
This, in Infinite Perfection is what makes God. Nei- 
ther Infinite Power, nor Infnite Wiſdom without 
this, would Conſtitute ſuch a Being as we mean 
God,but one quite different and contrary to him ; 'tis 
the beſt Definition therefore of God which St. John 
gives, 1 Epift. 4. 8. God i Love ; the moſt Benign, 
moſt Gracious, moſt Kind, and Good Being, which 


makes. 
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makes him the Objefct' of our Love -and Aﬀe&Sion 
more than of our 'Fear and Dread, - and: bends n6t 
only our Knees, but our Hearts to him. | 
This Benignity and: Goodneſs, and Sweetneſs of 
Temper was moſt remarkably in our Gracious 
Queen : She ſhowed itin Her Looks,where Majeſty 
was alwayes tempered with Sweetneſs and Chear- 
fulneſs; in Her Carriage,where was a Noble Great- 
neſs, with a moſt Taking and Obliging Courteouſ- 
neſs; in her Converſation, where Pleaſantneſs and 
Good Humour were alwayes joyned,. with the 
ſtrigeſt Decency and Wiſdom. All theſe Vertues 
met in her that do not alwayes go together in others, 
Great Openneſs and appearing Freedom, with great 
Caution and Wiſe Reſervedneſs ; great Shrewdneſs 
and Sagacity, with great Sincerity ; very good Un- 
derftanding, without any Guile, and very _M Nas» 
ture, without any Softneſs. She was ecafie to Her 
Self and all about Her ; ma, Merry , alwayes. 
Pleaſed : Mirth like Oyl ſwam at the: Top , Pru- 
dence and Vertue were alwayes. underneath : She 
was very Serious, and very Pleaſant ; often Thought- 
ful, never out of Humour ;. obliging'to all, Unkind: 
to none : She had-ſuch-a happy Conſtitution as made. 
Her above any other, Delic:2 humani generis :. None: 
ever went ſorrowful from- Her-Preſence, and-none- 
could be ſon it :. She filled-every Place with ſuch an: 
Air of Livelyneſs and Cheerfulneſs, that like the- 
Spring or the Sun, She gave Life to every thing be- 
low Her, and ſpread Light and: Vigour all around; 
: Her ; and-now: She is gone, there is- Darkneſs and” 
Diſconſolateneſs in thoſe very. Places ;. She was the. 
very. Soul of the Court,. and one. would think, even 


of Her. Royal* Conſort ; who was .alwayes thought: 
| © 
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to have a very = Soul of his own, till he loſt her. 
Death, never diſordered or : affrighted , much lefs 
overcame him before ; he could look upon it with- 
out any Concern, and brave and defye it however it 

red to him, and face it very boldly at the Mouth 


of a Canon , or point of a Sword ; now it has found 


out a way to betoo hard for him, and to Revenge it 
felf roo cruelly upon his Fearleſs 'and Undaunted 
Temper : It has found out his Weakneſs, and 
wounded him in his ſofteſt and tendereſt part ; it 
has wounded him to the very heart. He was invul- 
nerable every whereelfe but in his Queen ; and there 
his tendernels prevailed over his Courage, and. the 
Husband over the Soldier ; and he has thereby ſhown 
that he had a great deal of thatGoodneſs and Benig- 
nity of Temper which was in her; and that this is 
not a Womaniſh, but a truely Maſculine Vertue, ac- 
companied as it was in Her with the Nobleft 
Courage and Bravery of Mind. 
2. The next Divine Vertue in our Excellent 
ueen, was her Inclination todo good toall Perſons, 
and upon atl Occaſions, to the utmoſt of her Power : 
Which though a Branch, or an Effect of the Benig- 
nity of her Nature, that fruitful Soil, or rather Root 
of a great many Chriſtian Vertues; yet is it fo con- 
ſiderable in it {oe and was fo remarkable in her, 
that it ought to be diſtintly taken notice of, as it 
will be by the great Judge at the laſt day. She fed a 
eat many hungry, and cloathed a great many na- 
ed, both French and Iriſh , who had fled for their 
Religion, and could bring nothing over with them, 
but a good Conſcience ;. She gave very largely and 
bountifully to their Neceſſities out of Her Privy 
Purſe, and her Royal Heart was larger and more 


open 
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open than her Purſe could alwayes be : The Poot 
Widows and Orphans-of Seamen and Soldierstaſted 
very largely of her Bounty, and had the beſt Provi- 
fion made for them She was able; and She was Con- 
criving and Defigning Hoſpitals and Places of Re- 
freſhment for their Relief and Comfort, and for the 
better Reception of the- Sick ahd Wovnaded , who 
had ventured their Lives, and loſt their Limbs for 
their-Countrey. I have heard of very large Sums 
given by her, and a great many were given very 
Secretly ; and can be called to no acconnt, Þ t 
of. God, who has Rewarded her forthem :; Even. 
ſome of her Enemies, I believe, when they haypred and 
thirſted , had according tothe Apoſtles, Rule , Bread 
and Drink given to them ; even thoſe very Months 
that were ſometimes opened againſt her. 'There 
were many hard Caſes and Inftances of Pitty occa- 
fioned by the Revolution ,- and the War, not only 
at home, but out of Ire/and and Scotland , whom She 
tenderly conſidered, and charitably Reltevedas they 
were offeredand reprefented to her. Pity and Com- 
paſſion is a moſt generous VYertue, 'and a fign of @ + 
Noble Spirit ;. and it was ſo mueh hers, that as ſhe 
never did a hard thing to any, ſoſhe did'many kind: 
ones where ſhe was blamed. ; and was merciful, in: 
the Opinion of others, even to a fault 3 though ſhe 
was alwayes willing to Err on the rightfide, if on: 
any , andicould hardly be brought to do her RIF 
Juſtice upoa her Enemies, till ther folly, - and her 
abſolute neceſſity compelied her to it , even againfb 
her Will : But befides her Charity andher Mercy,. 
the had a jgreat many other wayes of doi : 0- 
- others, eſpecially to all her Dependants, and *thoſe 
about her ; but above all, by taking great care Fw 
MAKE- 


Rom, 12, 20» | 
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make-them Vertuous and Religious, which: was a 
kindneſs exceeding all others, © Ont 

It was her hearty Endeavour, and ſhe had a great 
Zeal to ſpread and propagate Religion; and ſhe did 
all ſhecould to do it,both Yy her Example,and by her 

Encouragement : - She had no-By-Eads, no Mean 
and Low arp to ſerve, but only the ends of 
Goodneſs and the Glory of God'; theſe were her only 
Scope and Aim, her chief Pleaſure and Delight, the 
very Bent and Tendency of her Mind, the Inclina- 
tion of her Will, the Complexion of her Soul was to 
evely thing that was good : Whatever things were 
true, whatever things were honeſt, whatever things were 
juſt, whatſoever things were pare, whatſoever things 
were lovely, whatſoever things were of good report, if 
there was any Vertne, if there was any Praiſe, She 
thought on, minded and loved and delighted, and 
was pleaſed with all thoſe things. She was a Wo- 
man indeed after God's own Heart, That CharaQer, 
I doubt not, belonged as well, if not much better, to 
Her than to King David himſelf: She had all his 
Goodneſs and Piety, without any of his faults ; She 
had as much-Love to Gods Houſe, and as good De- 
ſigns for it, as he : He was not more pleaſed with 
his Contrivances about Building a Temple, than ſhe 
in hers about St. Pas/s,and in Building up and Repair- 
ing the whole Church of Eng/and, and making it like 

wnt Siox, the joy of the whole Earth ; improving 

its Worſhip, ordering its Diſcipline, amending its 
DefeQs, in making up its Breaches , and bringin 
all Sober Proteſtants to one Communion, which 
would have been the greateſt Blow to Popery , and 
Service to Religion 10 general. Is 


She 
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' She hada great many ſuch Excellent Deſigns for 
the good of Religion, of the Church and Nation, 
which her own” Thoughts, and our late Ex- 
cellent Primate: had ſuggeſted to her; and had ſhe 
out-lived the preſent 'Troubleſome and Expenfive- 
War, we ſhould have ſeena great many more TIn- 
ſtances of her doing good in all kinds, than we yet 
know, or have heard of; for what Mighty things 
would ſuch an AQtive Mind, ſuch a Power joyned 
with ſuch an Inclination to do good have produced, 
had it been ſet free from all hindrances and encum- 
brances ; but God thought not us of this ſinful Na- 
tion worthy of ſuch a Bleſſing, nor the World wor- 

-thy of ſuch a Woman ; but rather thought hee 
worthy of a ſooner Reward for the extraordinary 

ood Deeds ſhe had done already; according to 
lutarchs Remark upon Biton and Chobis, two Gra» 
cian Youths, who for an extraordinary AC of Piety 
done by them, for which their Mother prayed they 
might receive the beſt thing could be given to Mor- 
tals, were that Night found dead in Fans's Temple, 
whither they had drawn their Mothers Chariet , 


the Goddeſs as he ſuppoſes rewarding their ſignal Piety p14. cours. 
v | 


#nd good Deed with « ſudden Death. 


2. I come next to conſider her Univerſal Vertue, 
Innocence, and Purity of Life; in which ſhe was ſo 
Angelical, and ſo confirmed, as no Devil ever da- 
red to Tempt, or which is more, to Slander her : 
Her whole Life was the Brighteſt , the moſt Char- 
ming, the moſt Lovely and Complete Example of all 
manaer of Vertue, through all the parts of it ; it 
broke fofth very Early, and appeared in the very 
Morning of her Age, and _M very promiſing —_ 
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of what ſhe proved afterwards, a moſt Excellent 
Princeſs; it roſe Higher , and ſhone Brighter and 
Brighter , even to a perfeQ Day ; and as all adaw-: 
red its Luſtre, ſo not a few felt its Influence; it 
ſcattered and diſperſed Vice where-ever it came, as 
the Sun does Miſts and Vapours, and made it either 
fly before it, or hide it {elfin Corners ; It could ne+ 
ver be more truely ſaid of any Good King or Queen, 
than of her, that ſhe ſcatfrered away evil with ber eyes, 
Prov. 20. 8. All that were near her were forced 
either to leave their Vices, or to diflemble them ; 
and either to be Vertuous, or to ſeem ſo ; fo that ihe 
put a ſtop in a great degree, it not to Vice it ſelf, 
ta the Impudence of it ; and made it look ſneak-, 
ing and contemptible, and out of Countenance : She 
brought Vertue into Credit and into Faſhion, and 
made it not only a Countrey, or a Monaftick, but a 
Courtly Accompliſhment : She ſhowed the World 
/what an Honour this was to the Higheſt Quality, 
what an Ornament to the Greateſt Beauty, what a 
ewel to the Richeſt Crown : How Amiable, how 
vely, how Glorious did it appear in her ! Who 
could do otherwiſe , but Love, . Eſteem, and Ad- 
mire it there, even although they PraCtiſed it not 
themſelves, forit muſt neceſſarily gain their Hearts, 
and prevail over their Reaſon, though it could not 
overcome their Luſts and Inclinations : Vertue is 
very Charming, and AttraQtive in ſo great an Ex- 
ample , and that if any thing would have cured the. 
Debauchery and Lewdneſs, and which is the Con- 
ſequence of thoſe, the Atheiſme'and Infidelity which 
abounds among us, | It had, I doubt not-a great 
Efficacy, while ſhe lived and ſpread a Salutary Con- 
tagion all about Her ; and I hope it will Live and 
be, Operate ': 
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Operate ' after ſhe is dead, and be like a Perfume, 
-not only toEmbalm her own Name , but will keep 
irs Vertue, and be a ftrong Prefſervative to kee 
others from the InfeQtion of Vice ; eſpecially thoſe 
of the beſt Quality, and of her own Sex. 
She taught them Vertue, and ſhe PraQtiſed it her 
Felf, in a right manner, and to the beſt advantage : 
Not as a Sullen Melancholly "Humour, a piece of 
Peeviſhneſs and Morofeneſs, or a Superſtitious Re- 
ftraint from the Innocent Freedoms and Pleaſures of 
Life, which has affrighted ſo many from it ; but as 
a Wiſe and Rarional Eras of all our A&ions 
Dy the Rules of Reaſon, Decency and Religion : 
ot as a Monkifh Diſcipline, or a Cynical Severity, 
but as the Wifeſt, Genteeleft and Pleafanteſt thing 
1n the World, what: is as fit to dwell in a Palace as a 
Cottage, and might be Praftifed as well by a Queen 
we ſaw, if not much better, than by an Hermit ; 
what is .in-truth the moſt proper Accompliſhment 
for Perſons of Breeding and Quality,for Vertue is the 
| mr Decency of Behaviour to all others, and Re- 
igion the beſt Manners to one above us ; ſo that 
Great Perſons ſhould look upon Vice and Irreligion 


as the greateſt Rudeneſs, and moſt Unbecomin 


Clowniſhnels,as well as the greateft Blot and Blem 
to their Honours ; _ after having had ſuch 
a Royal Pattern and Example to give fuch Meaſures 
to them. She ſhowed them how Confiſtent Vertue 
is with Greatneſs, and how becoming it. She gave 
them Patternsof Vertue, not Uncouth or Faataſtick, 
Aﬀeced or Unnatural, ſuch as we meet with in the 
Legends; but what are agrecableto Civil Life, and 
to all the Stations of this World, what LOO 
and the plain Laws of God require of us , and thole 
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things which they had not forbidden, She did not 
think neceſſary to forbid her ſelf; The undue Ri- 
ours and SeyerKies of ſome Indiſcreet Perſons have 

| —_ great harm to Religion and Vertue, by con- 
demning thoſe things as abſolutely finful, which 
are ſo only by accident , but in themſelves Inno- 
cent ; ſuch as Dancing, Playing at, Cards, going to 
Plays, and the like: Our Admirable Queen could 
diſtioguiſh here between Duty and Prudence, be- 
tween Unlawful and Inexpedient ; She would not 
refuſe thoſe common Diverſions, nor uſe them too- 
much ; She would not wholly keep from ſeeing 
Plays, as if thcy were _ unlawful, but went 
very rarely ; to ſhow ſhe did-not much approve 
them, and that ſhe thought her time much better 
fpent another way ;; and ſhe ſpent indeed the grea- 
teſt part of her leiſure Hours which were free from 
Buſineſs in much better things, in Reading, Prayer, 
and Meditation; either Private or Publick Devo-« 
tion, in her Cloſet, or in her Chappel. Which 
brings me to. the Laſt and Greateſt of Her Excellen- 
cies, and that which Crowned all the reſt, namely, 
her Piety and Devotion. 
Only I cannot but take notice of one way of 
her ſpending her leiſure Hours, not very uſual 
in Women of Quality, but ſurely much more 
commendable than in Idle Viſits abroad , or in 
their own. Dreſſing Rooms at home ;- and that 
was not at her Glaſs, but at. her Needle, and in 


fome Work becoming her Sex ;. She would be wan-- 


ting it ſeems in. no Excellency. of a Woman, but 

would revive and call up the moſt Antiquated Ver- 

tues belonging to her Sex ; Vertues as old as the 

times. of So/omoy, in the famous CharaCter of his 

Yertuous Working Woman, Prov. 31. and upon 
| t 
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this, and all other accounts, T may ſafely, F dare 
ſay, apply to her the Commendation there given to 
the other ; Many Daughters have done wertuouſly, but 
thoa excelleſt them all, ver. 29. | | 

+ 4. But it waSher fearing the Lord, for which ſbe 
ſpell chiefly be praiſed: Ia the laſt Place, Her Deworion 
and Piety was-ſo Exemplary, and ſo Conſtant, that 


the Sun was not more ExaCt and Regular to his Ri- 


ſing and Setting, than ſhe to her Dayly Devotion.; 

oftner, I-believe was he Eclipſed then that was 
intermitted ; She was a great while in her Cloſet, Pri- 
vate with God, and obferved by none but him, but 
1a Publick,with what moſt becoming Seriouſneſs and 
Compoſedneſs did ſhe behave her ſelf ? not with any 
AfﬀeRed-Showes or Exſtatick Tranſports,or Unuſual 
Commotions-of Body, as if Devotion had been a Dil- 
arder to her,an-Epileptick Fit,or a-Convullive Diſtor- 
tion; but as.the Living Breath or Pulſe of her Soul, 
it moved with anEven, Geatle, Conſtant, yet ve- 
ry Brisk and Lively Motion : She was ſo far from 
any Pharaſaical Oltentation, and making too munch 


appearance of her Devout Paſſions and Elevations of 


Soul at her Publick Prayers,. that ſhe choſe rather to 
hide and-conceal them, by covering her Face with 
her Fan ; but when. that caſually ſlipt aſide, her 
Raiſed -Eyes,. and moſt. Devout Air and Motion of 
Face and Lips, ſhewed a moſt Raiſed and. In» 
tenſe inward: Devotion of Heart ; as.ſome who were 
near her have often. obſerved with great: pleaſure... 


T never ſaw the. like Decent. Devout Grave and? 


Attentive Carriage and: Behaviour , both at 
Prayers and Sermons, in any Perſon in my whole 
Life ; She was enough to inſpire every one that be» 


held her with Devotion and Seriouſnels, and to Co 
R , r _ 
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ret by her Preſence all Undecent Rudeneſs and Miſ- 


behaviour in Gods Houſe : There She appeared tru- 


ty asan Angel and a Cherubim bowing before the 
Mercy Seat, with her Face covered, as was her 
Cuſtom ; and if the Divine Preſence had been to be 


repreſented or manifeſted under the Goſpel to our 


Bodily Eyes, as it was by the Shecinah under the 
Law, it could not have been done much better by 
any Creature, or Oo Appearance, than by 
her, as a kind of viſible Seraphim with the Devo- 
tion and the Countenance of an Angel, having 


a Golden Cenſer,and Vials full of the Incenſe of Prayers, 


to be offered up tothe Throne of Heaven , both for 
her ſelf and others : And no doubt we owe a great 
many of thoſe Blefſings which God has vouchſafed 
of late to this Sinful and Unworthy Nation , to 
the Prevalence and Availing Power of her Rizhteow 
Prayers. 'Thefe were a Guard to her Royal Con- 
fort abroad, and a ProteCQtion to him in all thoſe dan- 


Pers where Providence ſo wonderfully preſerved 


m; for they followed him every where, and he 
owed his Succeſs and Viftory perhaps more to them 
than either to his Fleet or Army ; for this depended 
more upon God and the Bleſſing of Heaven,than any 
Second Cauſes; and whilſt her Hands were ſo De- 
voutly lifted up thither,he prevailed. God grant that 
we may not want her help now, and that we of this 
Nation may not find how much we owed our Safe- 
ty to her Religion and Devotion , whilft ſhe ſtood 
in the Gap to Save us, and Keep as from being deſtroyed, 
May ſhe with our other Friends and Members ofthe 
Church Triumphant in Heaven, ſtill afford us. the 
benefit of their Prayers, and may they Powerfully 
Intercede with God for this poor Church and Na- 


tion. W hile 
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_ Whule ſhe was upon Earth, Devotion was. her 
great Delight, and the Church of God was :the 
Place ſhe loved to be in above all, others - There 
ſhe kept up the Solemnity of Publick Worſhip. with 
the greateſt Decency, and did ſo Worſhip God. in. 
the Beauty of Holynefſs, without cither the Gariſh 
Dreſs of too many: Ceremonies, or the Naked and. 
Sordid Undreſs of none, as made both Religion. and 
our Church*appear very Beautiful and Comely to. 
+ all, even to the Enemies of both. | = 
She underſtood oy well, for ſhe had a 
great Judgment and diſcerning Sagacity mn every- 
thing ſhe medled with ; but Religion was the gredt. 
Buſineſs of her Life,that ſhe ftudied, that ſhe minded, 
that ſhe delighted in, that ihe truely underftood ; 
and though ſhe had a great Dexterity in managing 
other things, yet ſhe was a True Mary, who choſe. that 
better part , that oe thing neceſſary above them all. 
Her Miniſters of State admired her for her Skill 
and Diſpatch in Buſineſs, for her Judgment in the 
- Cabinet and the Council , as if ſhe had minded no- 


thing elſe but thoſe State-Afﬀairs; Her Miniſters of . 


Religion thought ſhe was wholly theirs, and mind« 
ed nothing bpt Religion ; and the Ladies at the ſame 
time thought ſhe minded only the PerfeQtions and 
Accompliſhments of their Sex ; ſo perfe& was ſhe in 
All, as if ſhe had been ſingular only in one of thoſe 
Excellencies, and not had them all together : . But 
Religion run through them all, and was the Golden 
String upon which they all hung ; or rather the 
Mighty Pearl of Price, the moſt Valuable of all her 


other Excellencies, and that which gave Value to all . 


the reit. 
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- Her Religion lay not in AﬀeGted Singularities,. in 
Phartfaical Showes and Pretences, in an unneceſſary 
Reſtraint and Abſtinence from things Lawful and 
Innocent, or in any Bigotry and Immoderate Zeal 
for little and indifferent things of no Value or Impor- 
tance in Religion; but it lay in Solid and Subſtantial, 
in Wiſe and Regular and Decent Piety and Devo- 
tion, 1n a great Senfe of God and Zeal for his Glory, 
and an hearty Endeavour to promote Piety, Vertue 
and Goodneſs in others; in being very ſtrict in her 
own way., and very Charitable to others in theirs, 
being very Conformable in her Practice , and very 
-Moderate in her Thoughts ; in being ſincerely De- 
vout her ſelf, and judging others tobe ſo,who diffe- 
red from her. 

And ſhe was not only a good Chriſtian , but 
likewiſe a good Divine too ; ſhe had a well furniſhed 
Library, eſpecially of Divinity Books, which ſhe 
very much. Read and Studied, and had Judgment 
enough to find more Senſe and Witt and Entertain- 
ment in them than in Empty. Romances and Frothy 
Plays ; where the'Froth is often not only Thin, but 
Poyſonous too. 

She never was better pleaſed, than either in Rea- 
ding or Hearing Religious Diſcourſes, both in Pri- 
vate and Publick , which beſt ſuited both with her 
Excellent Underſtanding, and her Pious Inclinations ; 
Therefore ſhe doubled the Sun day Sermons at 
White-Hall, and was every way for Increaſing and 
Advancing Religion all ſhe could. 1 well remember 
the firſt Afternoon Sermon there, . that perhaps was. 
ever in Exg/exd beforca King or Queen, having the 
_— to Preach it my {clf before her, OFob. 20th. 
1689. 
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Her Receiving the Sacrament was very Conſtant 
and very Devout, with as much Humility, as if ſhe 
had been the greateſt Sinner, and with the Love and 
Ardour of the higheſt Saint. The moſt Fenitent 


Mary Magdalen could [not treat her Saviour with 


more Signs and Expreſſions of her Hearty AﬀeQion, 
and be more Hungry and- Thirſty -for the Heavenly: 
Food of his Body and Blood ; and yet I believe ſhe 
was one of thoſe Faft Perſons of whom our Saviour 
ſpeaks, Luke 15.7.. who needed no Repentance ; Her 
Innocent Soul formed early to Vertue and Religion 
by a good Education , never loſt its Virgin Purity ; 
and her Pure Life was never ſtained or ſpotted with 
any wilful fin that ſhould put.her into a Bad State : 
I cannot fay ſhe was an Angel that never fell ; to our 
Comfort and to our Honour ſhe was, as we are, 
the Off-ſpring of fallen Adam, and brought into the 
World no doubt without the Miracle of an Imma- 
culate Conception. but had I any Inclination to 
ſome Mens Principtes, I ſhould be apt to think her 
one of the Greateſt Inſtances of a Particular Ele- 
Qion,.and of a Special and Irreſiſtible Divine Grace : 
Her Religion, Vertue, and Piety, will both Make 
and Prove Her a Choice Veſſel of Grace and EleQiog, 
one of the moſt-Choice and Excellent Chriſtians that 
ever were; She —__ if not Out-did-the Helens's, 
the 'Placills's, the Exdocia's thoſe Empreſles fa- 
mous for Piety and Religion, the Marcel/a*s, the 
Gorgonia's, and the like Celebrated Women in for- 
mer Chriſtian Ages, only ſhe wants an Es/ebius; a 
Gregory, or an Hierome to ſet her out : But I hope 
there will be ſome Religious Pens 1n our Age, that 
in this, will as much out-doe thoſe Excellent Wri 


ters, as our Great Subject does theirs. Þ 
bal -. The 
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- have furniſht the World with another and a betrer 


Ehronicon 
Paſcale 
Olymph. 300. 
Socrat. Hiſtor. 
Eccleſ. Il. 7. 
C. 21, Evag. 
|. I. C. 20. 
Nicephor.. 
15. C. 23s 


The Cuſtor'sf 'Panegyrics upon ſuch occafions | 
is very Antient and very Chriſtian, and has greater 
Leaders than thoſe at home ; who thought it ſerved 


the ends of Vertue and Chriſtianity, as ho doubt it 
does, to'commend very highly, where the Example 
was very Singular, and fairly to Iltuſtrate thoſe 


Vertues which they would invite others firſt to look 


upon, and then to imitate. =_ 
Had Plutarth, that Excellent Heathen (who telks. 
us *twas a Law among the Greeks to have the Ver- 


tues of Great Perſons thus Recired and Commen- 


ded) had ſuch anInſtance or Example before him 
of all Vertue as our Extraordinary Queen, he might 


Book of the Pertaes of Womankind from her alone, 
and have out-done all his other Book of Lives, 
I cannot but apply that CharaQer and Commen- 


dation to Her , which Herach;rus the Philoſopher 


_ to his Daughter 4thenzs, when for that reaſon 
e Diſinhetited her, and gave her little or no Por- 


tion : Sufficient , ſaid-he, to her are her Beauty, Lear? _ 
ning and Vertue , "in which Je exatlls all Thr Sew: © 
Though this afterwards broight her ts be an Em- 


pre, and which was more, a Chriſtian, by a Pub- 
ick Controverfie brought before the Judges concer- 


ning her Fathers Will, whereby ſhe became known 


to the Empepour Theodofins the Younger, who there- 
upon Marryed her. | 

Our Queen had Perſonal Excellencies enough 
without her Crown, and without all that Rich and 
High Eſtate, and _ Greatneſs, wherewith 
God had beſides Endowed her, to Entitle her every 
way to the CharaCter ofthe Fineſt and Braveft Wo- 


man in the World; the. very Phenix of her Sex; 


any 
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| '  Nnayevea to that higher Title in my Text, of God 
| and Angel above moſt other Princes. 

Toguve her Charafter in little, She was certainly* 
one of the beſt Women, the beſt Wives, the bet 
Princeſſes, and the beſt Chriſtians that ever lived ; 
the Ornament and Glory of her Sex, the Qraament 
of the Court, of our Church, of the Nation, and 
of the _ 

Iam loth to leaye this Glorious View of Her ; 

But I muſt come to the Nark and Melancholly 
Scene, and draw the Cloud that has covered this aus 
Sun at Noon-day, that has Quepehed and Eclipſed 
this Light of our 1/ra&, and Darkned all our Joy 
and Glory with Gloominels and Mourning. 
_. Though ſhe was a ſort of Earthly God upon a 
better Account, and more peculiar Reaſons than 
moſt other Princes ; and had the maſt Divine and 
Angelick Properties, yet alaſs to our grief, ſhe had 
not that of Immortality, I have /aid ye are Gods, but 
Je ſhall aye like men. 1 

Neither the greateſt Dignity, ar greateſt Qaglity 
of Birtlfand Fortune, ga, nar the greateſt Perſogal 
Excellencies and Vertues can protect from Death 
and the Grave, nor Exempt any one from the Com- 
mon Fate of Mortality, to which all the Sons and 
Daughters of Adam are ſubject by the Decree of 
Heaven, by the Conſtitution and Frame of their 
Nature, and by the Puniſhment of their Sins; God 
and Nature have appointed a certain Period to Hy- 
mane'Life, luch general Bounds as it cannot pals ; 
ſo that tbe days of Men are determined, the number of 
his manths are with God, Fob 14.5. And we all car- 
ry the Seeds and Principles of Qur own Mortality 

| within aur ſelves: 'We -þ of the Earth,, Earthy F 
| 2 . an 


UMI 


28 Ii 


4 Some Preached upon the 


and our Earthly Tabernacles, however we prop them 
up awhile, will at laſt ſink and decay, fall and crum- 
ble into Nuſt ; ſorthat we mult all go down to the 
Grave, the place of Darkneſs and Forgetfulnelſs ; 
where we have ſeen our Fore-Fathers laid before 
us ; and no Man can be ſo Fooliſh or ſo Sceptical, as 
to doubt any more whither he jhall once dye, then 
whither he was once born. | 

Though every one puts the 'Thoughts of Death 
far from him, and thinks it is alwayes a great way 
off of him, and though he come never. 7D near 1t 
himſelf by Age, yet he fancies 'tis ſtill like a Sha- 
dow, flying as far from him ; and that at Forty or 
Fifty he has ftill a good Life to live ; and at * 
or Seventy there are ſtill Older Men than he, and 
thoſe who have lived much longer ; yet alaſs this is 
but a-weak, however comfortable Deluſion ; Death 
will quickly meet us ſomewhere or other, and come 
up to us and ſtrike the Patal Stroke, very probably 


| before we are aware of it ; It dogs and follows eve- 


ry one of us, and may be much nearer us than we 
are aware ; and by filent and undiſcerned Steps, it 
is every day nearer approaching and making up 
morecloſely to us. Mankind, we ſee are every day 
burying -of one another ; We ſtand wondering to 
ſee ſuch and ſuch drop by us, and to hear of the un- 
expected Death, as we call it, of ſuch of our Friends 


and Acquaintance, who were as like to live as our - 


ſelves, till it comes to be our own turn at laſt, and 
we drop likewiſe, and are generally as much ſur- 
prized with-our own Death, as we were at theirs. 
We are Buſie and Thoughtful about a greatman 
Projects and Contrivances, which are to take Effe 


perhaps many -of them, ſeveral Years hence; but - 


befare 
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before half of thoſe Years are gone, our whole Life 
is ; and the Mighty Babe! we were buildiug to our 
ſelves of Worldly Happyneſs and Mighgy Deſigns 
here, is ſtruck _ with our Life, and » that day 
geY HD. 

We whoſe Blood is now warm,our Nerves ſtrong, 
and our Pulſe beating the Nimble Stroke of Life ; 
we alaſs muſt have all theſe lively Motions ſtopt , 
the whole Clock-work ſpoilt, and we muſt quickly 
become only ſtiff and clammy, cold, numbed and 
ſenſeleſs Carkafes ; lay*d out at firſt upon our once 
warm Beds, lockt up in our Coffins , put in our 
Graves, lay*din a Hole, turned into heaps of Stench, 
Rottenneſs and PutrifaCtion, quickly mouldring in- 
to the common Duſt of the Earth, and as quite for- 


_ gotten in a little while, as if we had never been. 


Lord, How much is there in this Thought, this 
one Thought, the ſerious thinking of our own Mor- 
tality | How would the wiſe and frequent thinkin 
of this one thing, if we did it with due and ful 
Conſideration and Application of Mind, How 
would this Confidering our latter End , make us Wiſe 
and Religious ? How would this waiſn ©are]s , this 
Meditation of Death.teach us the trueſt Wiſdom and 
beſt Philoſophy ? make us Wiſe in undervaluing 
this Life, and all the Little, and Vain and Momea- 
tany things that belong to it ; Wiſe,in preferring the 
Great and Laſting, and Eternal Things of another 
World Infinitely before it : Wiſe, not to be ſo much 
concerned for theſe ſorry Bodies of ours, and not 
make it ſo much our buſineſs to Cater and Provide 
for them , which muſt quickly dye and periſh; but 
rather to take care of our Souls, thoſe more Precious 


Parts of us, that make us truely Men, and not to 
| negled 
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neglett thoſe which are Immortal and will live for 
ever. | 

This was the Wiſdom of our Excellent Queen ; 
Though ſhe was encompalled with rhe higheſt Glo- 
gs this World , and had all the Enjoyments of 
it ſet before her , and the glitterings of an Earthly 
Crown to dazle her Eyes; yet {he looked beyond 
them all , and fixt her Thoughts and deſires upon 
that Heavenly Crown which She has now obtained, 
and which ſhe ſought and deſired, and ftrove to gain 
a Thouſand times more than ſhe did that other. 

Though ſhe had the Nobleſt and the Fineſt Body, 
built with all the Strength and Beauty, and Elegance 
of Ornament as a Fit Temple for her more | Noble 
and Divine Soul, ſo that an Anthropomorphite would 
by that have took her for a God ; yet ſhe took much 
more care to Improve the one by Wiſdom and Reli- 
gion, then to Adorn the other by Dreſs or Clothes ; 
and ſpent almoſt as many Hours about the former, 
as Minutes about the latter ; for I have often heard. 
that ſhe was remarkably quick at Dreſſing. 

This Noble and Beautiful Body of hers which 
carried all che viſible Marks and Indications of a 
Sweet , Beautiful, Noble, Great, and Majeſtick 
Mind : Thzs, alaſs, now like a Glorious Tem 
fired from Heaven and burnt down to Aſhes, like the 
pureft Chryital broke to pieces ; like a Star faln, has 
all its Beautiful and Shining Greatneſs ſpoilt and de- 
ftroyed : The Sun is-gone down, and Darkneſs and 
Horrour ſucceeds Light : And though all Regard 
and Honour is due to her Mortal remams, and t 
ought like Sacred Reliques to be treated with :Re- 
fpect and Reverence ; yet alaſs the moſt Pompous 
Funeral 1s but a poor Reprize againſt Death, and.a 

very 
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very mortifying odd Trivtaph, where the ſoeming 
Conqueror is the true Capvive, faftbeund in Chains 
of Death, and goes ofily more ſolenmly to Deaths 
Mighty Priſon, and ſhows his greater Victory, 
_ - But her Pious, Vertuous, Heavenly Soul is more 
than Conquerour , gone up in Triumph to thoſe 
—_— above, where is no Death or Correption; 
welcomed and winged'up by- Angels to thoſe Man- 
fions above, where he tal be ever with Gol, and 
with thoſe Angels whotn'ſhe was fo like wpe 
Earth; where ſhe _ bernade more purtaker of the 
Divine Nature,” and beholding as in a glaſs the pls 

the Lord, ſhall bechanged t6 Te ſame = ne 27 
glory to glory. On | | 

#5 ſhall -obſerve but one Remarkable thing in her 
Death, which confirms all I have ſaid of her ; an 
that was her Conrage, Evenneſs and Unconcerned- 
nels, proceeding from the Goodneſs of her Life, and 
conſequently her full Preparation for Death ; when 
ſhe heard the fatal Opinion'of her Phyficians,that ſhe 
muſt. dye; ſhe received it as-Martyrs uſed to do their 


' *,  - Sentence, - without-any Fear or Dread upon her, but 


in theſe, orlike words, She thanked God She was pro- 
vided, She never iruſted, She ſaid , to a Death-Bed 
Repentance, She hoped She did not flatter Her ſelf, and 
She thanked God She was not afraid to dye. Oh Bleſſed 
and comfortable words ! coming not from/a conceited 
Enthuſiaſt, or Falſe and Miſtaken Opinions of Re- 
_ : but from one of Her Underſtanding, judging 
-of her ſelf by righr Principles, and img the Sin- 
cerity and Comfort of her own Heart : What Wiſe 
and Good Chriſtian can have more Hopes, more 
Aſſurance in his Death ? What Power , what Com-- 
fort is there jn Religion and a Good Life and Con- 


{cience,, 
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ſcience to make even Death it ſelf, the greateſt of 


Natural Evils, no way Frightful or Terrible to us ? 


How. do. they even then Strengthen and Support us, 
and Infuſe Sweetneſs 'and Corgial into: that. other- 
wile b:tter Cap? How do they take-out the ting of 
Death, and diſarmeven that King of Terrours of all 
the Horrour and Amazing Dread in which he ap- 
pearsto Dying Sinners ? How do they make a Good 


Chriſtian, ſuch. as our Queen was, more than Con- 


queror in that laſt Combat ? 


Let the Atheiſts, and all other Enemies to Her, 
and to Religion come hither, and.be:Genyeigad by 


Her -Death, and. by Her Life : I ſhall Conclude 
with the Wiſh and Prayer of an Excellent Perſon 


Attending Het at that tirhe ; May 1, and.may all of 


ns, when God ſball think fit to call us, be as well provt- 
ded as She was ; And may webe then as Happy as 
She now is. Which Goa of his Infinite Mercy grant, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Med;ator and Redvemer. 
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